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SUBJECT: STATEMENTS BY KEY FIGURES ON MILITARY, 1964 REVOLUUTION 
REF: BRASILIA 2322 

SUMMARY: VARIOUS RECENT STATEMENTS BY KEY FIGURES ON THE MILITARY 
AND THE 1964 REVOLUTION AROUSED SOME COMMENT HERE AS TALK OF HARDLINE 
MILITARY RESISTANCE TO DECOMPRESSION (SEE REFTEL) BECAME 
INCREASINGLY COMMON AND PUBLIC: IN OUR VIEW, HOWEVER, THE STATEMENTS 
REPRESENTED NO CHANGE OR GIVING OF GROUNDBY ANYONE, AND 
OFFERED ONLY SCANT MATERIAL FOR ANALYSIS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ARENA-ORGANIZED COMMEMORATION MARCH 31 OF 1964 REVOLUTION WAS 
OCCASION FORMOST OF THE STATEMENTS. PRESIDENT GEISEL, WHO NOTED 
HE ATTENDING CEREMONY AS "HONORARY PRESIDENT OF OUR PARTY" AND 
SAID HE WAS SPEAKING EXTEMPORANEOUSLY, NEVERTHELESS MUST HAVE GIVEN 
SOME PREVIOUS THOUGHT TO HIS DECLARATION THAT "I WAS AND CONTINUE 

TO BE ONE OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS REVOLUTION": THE REMARK 
IS CORRECTLY SEEN AS BOTHA MESSAGE TO THE MILITARY THAT HE REMAINS 
AWARE OF HOW HE BECAME PRESIDENT, AND AS AN AFFIRMATION THAT HE WILL 
DEFER TO NO ONE REGARDING INTERPRETATION OF THEREV OLUTION. HIS 
STATEMENT THAT THE REVOLUTION WILL CONTINUE ALONG THE SAME PATH 
IS, IN HE CONTEXT OF THE ISSUE OF DECOMPRESSION, ESSENTIALLY 
NEUTRAL. 
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2. SPEAKING THE SAME DAY, ARMY MINISTER FROTA RECALLED THE CORRUPTION 
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AND CHAOS WHICH GAVE RISE TO THE REVOLUTION, AND WARNED 
THAT ENEMIES ARE STILL ACTIVE. CALLING MOMENT ONE FOR "UNDER- 
STANDING AND WORK"", HE EXPLAINED THAT THE FORMER WAS "TO SEPARATE 
OUSELVES FROM PRECONCEPTIONS AND TO AVOID PREJUDGMENTS": THE LATTER 
WAS "SO THAT WE CAN COMPLETE THE REV OLTUION ARY WORK AND CONSOLIDATE, 
IN OUR CUNTRY, THE TRUE DEMOCRACY, IMPLANTED BY THE 1964 REVOLUTION, 
WITHOUT IMITATING FAILED ALIEN FORMS AND FREE OF THE DELETERIOUS 
INFLUENCE OF COMMUNISM". HE CONCLUDED, "I AM CERTAIN THAT, 

TOGETHER, WE WILL ATTAIN THIS OBJECTIVE". NAVY MINISTER HENNING, 

IN STATEMENT THAT EMPHASIZED PROFESSONALISM, TRAINING AND EDUCATION, 
ALSO NOTED EXISTENCE OF MALCONTENTS WHO ARE "IDEOLOGICALLY CONTAM 
INATED " AND OFTEN "TRAINED OR BANKROLLED BY FOREIGNERS", AND 
DECLARED CRYPTICALLY THAT "FAITHFUL TO THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE, 

THE ARMED FORCES BACK THE CONTINUITY OF THE PROGRESS OF BRAZIL". 

AIR MINISTER ARARIPE CALLED HIS MINISTRY "AWARE OF AND PARTICIPATING 
IN THE EFFORT UNDERTAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT TO BREAK THE BARRIER 
WHICH SEPARATES US FROM THE DEVELOPED PEOPLES AND TO STRUCTURE THE 
JUST AND HUMANE SOCIETY TO WHICH ALL BRAZILIANS ASPIRE. BUT FOR 
THIS, THE REVOLUTION CANNOT DOZE ON ITS VICTORY LAURELA . . 

SOME OBSERVERS NOTED THAT WHILE LATTER TWO MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 
INCLUDED RESPECTFUL REFERENCE TO GEISEL, FROTAS DID NOT MENTION 
HIM. 

3. IN VARIOUS IMPROMPTU REMARKS MADE SAME DAY, II ARMY COMMANDER 
GENERAL D AVILA MELLO ALSO WARNED OF CONTINUING THREATS TO BRAZILS 
PEACE AND PROGRESS AND COMPLAINED OF EFFORTS TO DAMAGE IMAGE OF 
SECURITY FORCES. GREATEST ATTENTION, HOWEVER, WAS GIVEN HIS DECLAR- 
ATION THAT "THE BRAZILIAN ARMY IS ONE ONLY, WHERE THERE EXISTS 
NETHER A HARD GROUP NOR A SOFT GROUP. IT IS A COHESIVE UNITY 

UNDER THE ORDERS OF GENERAL GEISEL". LATER SAME DAY HE SAID, "THE 
ARMY IS ABSOLUTELY UNITED AROUND ITS LEADERS, OUR MINISTER, AND OUR 
PRESIDENT". (HE ECHOED LATTER THOUGHT WHEN FROTA ARRIVED IN SAO 
PAULO FOLLOWING DAY, TELLING HIM HE FOUND THE II ARMY "COHESIVE 
AND WEDDED TO THE ORDERS OF YOUR EXCELLENCY AND THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC".) WHILE IT MAY BE, AS SOME HAVE CONTENDED, THAT 
THESE REMARKS HAVE A PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CONTEXT OF 
FROTA S VISIT TO SAO PAULO FOLLOWING HIS VISIT TO RIO GRANDO DO SUL 
(SEE REFTEL), IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT THEY DO OT DEPART FROM ESTAB- 
LISHED NORMS. SIMILARLY, III ARMY COMMANDER GENERAL OSCAR LUIS' 
IDENTIFICATION MARCH 31 OF FIVE "PERMANENT NATIONAL OBJECTIVES"- 
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TERRITORIALL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL UNITY, NATIONAL SOVEREIGHTY, SOCIAL 
PEACE, AND REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY-SOUNDED POSITIVE TO SOME BUT 
IN FACT HAVE NO OPERATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE IN THE BRAZILIAN POLITICAL 
CONTEXT. 

4. THE REMARKS NEVERTHELESS GAVE RISE TO GENERAL COMMENT TO THE 
EFFECT THAT THEY SIGNALLED MILITARY ADHERENCE TO GEISELAND HIS 
PROGRAM OF DECOMPRESSION. A COLUMN BY O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO'S 
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WELL-INFORMED BRASILIA BUREAU CHIEF APRIL 1 WAS HEADLINED, 

"SILVIO FROTA'S TALK TRANQUILIZES CONGRESS" AND DECLARED THAT 
HIS STATEMENTS WERE ENOUGH TO OVERCOME, AT LEAST TEMPORARILY, 

THE CLIMATE OF TENSION IN POLITICAL CIRCLES. 

COMMENT: IN OUR VIEW, IF THERE IS ANY REASSURANCE TO BE DRAWN 
FROM THESE REMARKS, IT WOULD HAVE TO BE BASED NOT ON ANYTHING 
UNUSUAL ABOUT THEM, BUT RATHER ON THEIR QUITE ORDINARY NATURE. 

CRIMMINS 
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